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2019 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season from 
AccuWeather.com 

 
Analog years are often used to predict 

future trends and impacts during a 
hurricane season. They can be based 
solely on the El Ni¶oðSouthern 
Oscillation or on a combination of 
weather patterns and teleconnections, 
which are weather patterns occurring 
over another part of the globe that can 
strongly influence current or future 
weather in a particular area of concern. 
After an active Atlantic hurricane 

season in 2018, AccuWeather forecasters 
are predicting 2019 to result in a near- to 
slightly above-normal season with 12 to 
14 storms. 
Of those storms, five to seven are 

forecast to become hurricanes and two to 
four are forecast to become major 
hurricanes. 
ñThis year, we think that there will be 

a few less tropical storms and lower 
numbers in hurricanes, but again, the old 
saying is óit only takes oneô,ò 
AccuWeather Atlantic Hurricane Expert 
Dan Kottlowski said. 
After the U.S. took a battering in 

2018, thanks largely to Michael and 
Florence, meteorologists are once again 
forecasting impacts for the United States. 
According to Kottlowski, two to four 

are likely. To help predict the upcoming 
season, forecasters have drawn 
comparisons to previous years with 
comparable weather conditions ð also 
known as analog years. 
In this case, 1969 bears strong 

similarity to our current pattern. 
During that season, Hurricane 

Camille slammed into the Gulf 
coastline, making landfall in Waveland, 
Mississippi, and causing widespread 
damage to several coastal areas, 
including Mobile, Alabama. It became 
one of only three Category 5 hurricanes 
on record to impact the U.S. 
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AROUND THE STATION ...  

NAVSTA Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

The 1938 New England 
Hurricane (also referred to as the 
Great New England Hurricane, Long 
Island Express, and Yankee Clipper) 
was one of the deadliest and most 
destructive tropical cyclones to strike 
Long Island, N.Y. and New England.  
The storm formed near the coast 

of Africa on Sept. 9, becoming a 
Category 5 hurricane on the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Scale before 
making landfall as a Category 3 
hurricane on Long Island Sept. 21.  
It is estimated that the hurricane 

killed 682 people, damaged or 
destroyed more than 57,000 homes, 
and caused property losses estimated 
at $306 million ($4.7 billion in 2016 
dollars). Damaged trees and buildings 
were still seen in the affected areas as 
late as 1951.  It remains the most 
powerful and deadliest hurricane in 
recorded New England history, 
perhaps eclipsed in landfall intensity 
only by the Great Colonial Hurricane 
of 1635. 
Here in Rhode Island, The storm 

surge hit Westerly, at 3:50 p.m., 
resulting in 100 deaths. The tide was 
higher than usual because of the 
autumnal equinox and full moon, and 
the hurricane produced storm tides of 
14 to 18 feet along most of the 
Connecticut coast, with 18 to 25-foot 
(8 m) tides from New London east to 
Cape Cod, Mass.ðincluding the 
entire coastline of R.I. 
The storm surge was especially 

violent along the R.I. shore, sweeping 

hundreds of summer cottages out to 
sea. Low-lying Block Island was 
almost completely underwater, and 
many drowned.  
As the surge drove northward 

through Narragansett Bay, it was 
restricted by the bayôs funnel shape 
and rose to 15.8 feet above normal 
spring tides, resulting in more than 13 
feet of water in some areas of 
downtown Providence. Several 
motorists were drowned in their 
automobiles.  In Jamestown, seven 
children were killed when their 
school bus was blown into Mackerel 
Cove. 
Many stores in downtown 

Providence were looted by mobs, 
often before the flood waters had 
fully subsided and due in part to the 

economic difficulties of the Great 
Depression. 
Many homes and structures were 

destroyed along the coast, as well as 
many structures inland along the 
hurricaneôs path. Entire beach 
communities were obliterated on the 
coast of R.I. Napatree Point was 
completely swept away, a small cape 
that housed nearly 40 families 
between the Atlantic Ocean and Little 
Narragansett Bay just off of Watch 
Hill.  
Today, Napatree is a wildlife 

refuge with no human inhabitants. 
One house in Charlestown, Rhode 
Island was lifted and deposited across 
the street, where it stood until it was 
demolished in August 2011. Even to 

Naval Station 

Storm History 

The Hurricane of 1938 moved boats out of the marina and onto 

Dewey Field. (Photo courtesy of NWC Museum) 

Continued on next page 
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AROUND THE STATION ...  

this day, concrete staircases and 
boardwalk bases destroyed by the 
hurricane can be found when sand 
levels are low on some beaches. The 
boardwalk along Eastonôs Beach in 
Newport was completely destroyed 
by the storm. 
A few miles from Conanicut 

Island, Whale Rock Light was swept 
off its base and into the raging waves, 
killing lighthouse keeper Walter 
Eberle.  His body was never found. 
The Prudence Island Light suffered a 
direct blow from the storm surge, 
which measured 17-foot-5-inches at 
Sandy Point.  
The masonry tower was slightly 

damaged. However, the adjoining 
light keeperôs home was utterly 
destroyed and washed out to sea. The 
light keeperôs wife and son were both 
killed, as well as the former light 

keeper and a couple who left their 
summer cottages near the lighthouse 
and sought shelter in what they 
thought was the sturdier light 
keeperôs home.  
Light keeper George T. Gustavus 

was thrown free from the wreckage 
of the house and was saved by an 
island resident who held a branch 
into the water from the cliffs farther 
down the coast. Gustavus and Milton 
Chase, the owner of the islandôs 
power plant, reactivated the light 
during the storm by running a cable 
from the plant to the light and 
installing a light bulb, marking the 
first time that it was illuminated with 
electricity. 
Newport recorded the highest 

water level of the storm, at 3.53 
meters above mean sea level 
according to a NOAA study. This 

storm level is 0.98 meters above the 
SLOSH model of a 100-year storm, 
and one estimate is that this water 
level ñreflects a storm occurring 
roughly once every 400 years.ò A 
study of sand deposits also gives 
evidence that this was the strongest 
hurricane to hit R.I. in more than 300 
years. 
The Fox Point Hurricane Barrier 

was completed in 1966 because of 
the massive flooding from the 1938 
storm, and from the even higher 14.4 
foot (4.4 meters) storm surge that 
resulted from 1954ôs Hurricane 
Carol, in hopes of preventing extreme 
storm surges from ever again 
flooding downtown Providence. 

Historical Storms continued 
Hurricane of 1938 Marina 

(left) and Supply Building. 
(photos courtesy of NWC Museum) 
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Prepare Now:   
¶  Know your areaôs risk from 

hurricanes. 
¶  Sign up for your communityôs 

warning system.  The Emergency 
Alert System and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
Weather Radio also provides 
emergency alerts and, here on the 
installation, we have AtHoc (see 
separate entry).   
¶  If you are at risk for flash 

flooding, watch for signs such as 
heavy rain.   
¶  Practice going to a safe shelter 

for high winds, such as a FEMA safe 
room or ICC 500 storm shelter. The 
next best protection is a small, 
interior, windowless room in a sturdy 
building on the lowest level that is 
not subject to flooding. 
¶  Based on your location and 

community plans, make your own 
plans for evacuation or sheltering in 
place. 
¶  Become familiar with your 

evacuation zone, the evacuation 
route, and shelter locations. 
¶  Gather needed supplies for at 

least 3 days. Keep in mind each 
personôs specific needs, including 
medication. Donôt forget the needs of 
pets. 
¶  Keep important documents in a 

safe place or create password-
protected digital copies. 
¶  Protect your property.  

Declutter drains and gutters. Install 
check valves in plumbing to prevent 
backups. Consider hurricane shutters.  
Review insurance policies.   
 
During: 
¶  If told to evacuate, do so 

immediately. Do not drive around 
barricades. 
¶  If sheltering during high winds, 

go to a FEMA safe room, ICC 500 
storm shelter, or a small interior 
windowless room or hallway on the 
lowest floor. 
¶  If trapped in a building by 

flooding, go to the highest level of 
the building. Do not climb into a 

closed attic. You may become 
trapped by rising flood water. 
¶  Listen for current emergency 

information and instructions. 
¶  Use a generator or other 

gasoline powered machinery ONLY 
outdoors and away from the 
windows. 
¶  Do not walk, swim, or drive 

through flood waters.  Turn aroundð
donôt drown.!  Just six inches of fast-
moving water can knock you down, 
and one foot of moving water can 
sweep your vehicle away.   
¶  Stay off bridges over fast-

moving water. 
 
After: 
¶  Listen to authorities for 

information and special instructions. 
¶  Be careful during clean-up.  

Wear protective clothing and work 
with someone else. 
¶  Do not touch electrical 

equipment if it is wet or if you are 
standing in water. If it is safe to do 
so, turn off electricity at the main 
breaker or fuse box to prevent 
electric shock. 
¶  Avoid wading in flood water, 

which can contain dangerous debris.  
Underground or downed power lines 
can also electrically charge the water. 
¶  Save phone calls for 

emergencies. Phone systems are 
often down or busy after a disaster.  
Use text messages or social media to 
communicate with family and 
friends. 
¶  Document any property 

damage with photographs.  

AROUND THE STATION ...  
Be Prepared! 

RI EMERGENCY WEBSITES: 

¶ RI Emergency Management Agency: www.riema.ri.gov ï evacuation 
routes, links to NOAA weather sites and state storm support; 

¶ FEMA: www.ready.gov ï excellent course of checklists for any sort of 
emergency; 

¶ City of Newport has a ñCode Redò automated notification registry that 
people should sign up for NOW:  www.cityofnewport.com; 

¶ Town of Portsmouth also has a ñCode Redò ï 
www.portsmouthri.com; 

¶ RI State ï www.ri.gov/hurricane/shelter.php will have updates on 
open shelters and anyone directed to evacuate off the island without 
a contingency plan of their own, will want to check in with these 
(shelter locations vary depending path and storm severity) 

http://www.riema.ri.gov
http://www.ready.gov
http://www.cityofnewport.com
http://www.portsmouthri.com
http://www.ri.gov/hurricane/shelter.php
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Installation clean-up went on all week 

last week, starting with Earth Day on 

Apr. 22. Officer Training Command 

Newport  finished up around their areas 

(granted they hade 150 people) earlier 

this week. Long winters = a lot of debris 

washing up on our shores and blowing 

around.  Cleaning up should continue 

24/7/365ðif you see trash, pick it upðif 

you have trash, use a bin.  Everyday is 

Earth Day! 

Proceeds to Benefit 
Service Heroes 
 
NEWPORT, R.I. ï April 25, 2019 - 
The Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation, established in memory 
of a fallen 9/11 firefighter, whose 
mission is to honor and support first 
responders and the military, today 
announced plans to hold the 
INAUGURAL Tunnel to Towers 5K 
Run & Walk at Fort Adams State 
Park in Newport, RI on Saturday, 
Oct. 19. 
The event will honor and 

celebrate Rhode Islandôs first 
respondersðfire, police, EMTs, 
paramedicsðas well as military 
heroes who serve, sacrifice and 
protect us every day. 
Registration for the 5K Run/

Walk is now officially open and 
participants may register online at 
www.t2trun.org. 
Registered walkers and runners 

will have the opportunity to create 
their own profile pages that will 
feature their personal photos and 
individual stories. Additionally, 
participants can compete to raise the 
most funds and recruit the most 
friends to their team. 
Rhode Islandôs 5K Run & Walk 

will start at the historic Fort Adams 
State Park at 8am and will make its 

way around the historic fort and the 
grounds on Newport Harbor and 
Narragansett Bay, finishing back 
inside the fort. 
The Rhode Island 5K Run & 

Walk is the latest of over 70 of 5K 
and stair climb events held all around 
the United States in support of the 
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation. 
Tunnel to Towers is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing 
services for the nationôs first 
responders and military. The 
foundation purchases the mortgages 
for Gold Star Families (Service 
members killed in action) and for the 
Families of First Responders killed 
in the line of duty.  
Through itôs Smart Home 

Program, dozens of customized high-
tech ñsmart homesò have been built 
throughout the country for 
catastrophically injured service 
members.  
These homes created primarily 

for those who are now triple-and 
quadruple-amputees as a result of 
IED explosions, have specialized 

features run off of iPads to allow 
these heroes to lead as independent a 
life as possible. 
About the Stephen Siller/the 

Tunnel to Towers Foundation: 
Tunnel to Towers is dedicated to the 
memory of FDNY hero, and father of 
five, Stephen Siller, who lost his life 
on 9/11. Stephen, who was off-duty 
when the first plane hit, drove to his 
Brooklyn firehouse and retrieved 

over 60 pounds of his gear, then 
sought the quickest route to the 
World Trade Center. Finding the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel blocked, in 
a supreme act of heroism, Stephen 
ran about three miles with that gear, 
to the Twin Towers, where he 
perished. 
Stephenôs six much-older 

brothers and sisters, who had raised 
him after Stephen was orphaned at 
age 10, subsequently established the 
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation in his honor. The 
signature event is the annual Tunnel 
to Towers 5K Run/Walk held in New 
York 
City the last September of the 

month. The event, which draws 
25,000 participants from all over the 
world, follows in Stephenôs heroic 
footsteps on 9/11. 
For more information on the 

Rhode Island 5K Run & Walk, 
please visit www.T2Trun.org. 

AROUND THE STATION ...  

Registration Open For The RI Tunnel to Towers Run 

Earth Week 

Clean-Up 
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AT THE MUSEUM ...  

Upcoming Schedule for the Naval War College Museumôs 
8 Bells Lecture Series 
NEWPORT, R.I.ð The Naval War 
College Museumôs 8 Bells Lecture 
Series continues at Sail Newportôs 
11th Hour Great Room, 72 Fort 
Adams Drive, Newport at a new 
timeð1 p.m.  Doors will open at 
12:30 p.m. All lectures are free and 
open to the public, and no 
reservations are required. The 
upcoming schedule is listed 
below: 
Thursday, May 2: The 

Secret in Building 26: The 
Untold Story of Americaôs 
Ultra War Against the U-
boat Enigma Codes, by Jim 
DeBrosse. 
Much has been written 

and filmed about the success 
of the British ñUltraò 
program in cracking the 
German Enigma codes early 
in World War II. But few 
people know what happened 
in 1942, when the Germans 
added a fourth alphabet-
scrambling rotor to their 
ñunbreakableò coding 
machine and plunged Allied 
intelligence into darkness. 
Within months, U.S. convoy 
ships to England were being 
sunk by U-boats faster than 
America could build new 
ones.   
The Office of Naval Intelligence 

turned to Joe Desch, an unassuming 
but brilliant engineer who had 
invented the first electronic 
calculating machine in 1941 for the 
National Cash Register Co., then 
based in Dayton, Ohio. Desch was 
given the daunting task of creating a 
computer prototype to break back into 
the new German naval code, dubbed 
ñShark.ò 
The resulting U.S. Naval 

Computing Machine Laboratory, 
housed in NCRôs Building 26, rivaled 
the Manhattan Project for secrecy and 
complexity. Nearly a thousand U.S. 
Navy WAVES were brought to NCR 

to build the machines. Desch and his 
joint NCR-Navy engineering team 
succeeded in designing a fast, reliable 
machine known as the NCR Bombe ï 
unfortunately, not in time to turn the 
Battle of the Atlantic.  
But the 120 bombes helped in 

breaking all of the Enigma codes for 
the remainder of the war and were 

especially useful during the D-Day 
invasion, when the Allies had nearly 
real-time access to the German battle 
plan. 
Jim DeBrosse, Ph.D., is a veteran 

journalist and retired assistant 
professor of journalism at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio. ñThe 
Secret in Building 26,ò written with 
co-author and historian Colin Burke, 
was released in 2004.  
Thursday, June 6: Seven at 

Santa Cruz: The Life of Fighter Ace 
Stanley ñSwedeò Vejtasa by Ted 
Edwards. This riveting biography 
details how Stanley ñSwedeò Vejtasa 
became a World War II naval hero. 

During the Battle of the Coral Sea, 
Swede flew an SBD Dauntless dive-
bomber and helped sink Shoho, the 
first aircraft carrier lost by Japan in 
World War II.  
The next day, in that same 

Dauntless, he took off from USS 
Yorktown and out-flew and out-
gunned three Japanese Zeros, making 
him the only dive bomber pilot to be 
awarded Navy Crosses for both 
bombing and aerial combat.   
Months later, the day before the 

Battle of Santa Cruz, Swede was 
flying an F4F Wildcat fighter off USS 
Enterprise and had no recourse but to 
follow orders he knew to be insane.  
He and his squadron mates flew 

their predictably empty search legs 
and beyond, only to discover upon 
their return to Point Option in the 
dark, that Enterprise was nowhere to 
be found. Incredibly, Swede located 
the oil slick he had noticed seeping 
from Enterprise during a morning 
combat air patrol and was able to 
track it back to the carrier.   
After their harrowing return, 

during the Battle of Santa Cruz, the 
fate of Enterprise, and by extension 
Guadalcanal, lay in the hands of that 
same Swede Vejtasa. He responded 
by single-handedly downing an 
unprecedented two Japanese dive 
bombers and five torpedo bombers 
attacking the carrier. Skipper Jimmy 
Flatley recognized that in all 
likelihood, Swede had saved 
Enterprise from destruction, and he 
recommended Swede for the Medal 
of Honor. 
Ted Edwards is an historian 

whose oral history work with World 
War II aviators and other veterans of 
twentieth-century war is driven by a 
desire to understand the events via 
firsthand accounts. Edwards has 
written on World War II aviators for 
Naval Aviation News.  
For more information, call Liz 

DeLucia, Director of Education, at 
401-841-7276. 
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AT THE CLINIC ...  

Naval Health Clinic New England  
Meritoriously Advances Eleven Sailors 

Kathy MacKnight,  
NHCNE Public Affairs 
 

The Naval Health Clinic New 
Englandôs (NHCNE) Triad and 
leadership personally congratulated 
and immediately pinned eleven 
personnel who were advanced to the 
next higher paygrade through the 
Meritorious Advancement Program 
(MAP) on Wednesday, April 10. The 
special moments were captured on 
video and then consolidated into a 26 
minute video collage to post on the 
NHCNE Facebook page for all 
NHCNE staff, friends and family 
members to witness the pinning of 
the recipients command wide. 
Hospital Corpsman First Class 
(HM1) Mark Gregg (Surgical 
Department, NHCNE Newport) 
filmed and produced the video of this 
very special event.  
The four NHCNE medical sites 

are dispersed throughout New 
England and are located in Groton, 
CT, Newport, RI (headquarters), 
Portsmouth, NH, and Saratoga 
Springs, NY.  Captain Marnie 
Buchanan, Commanding Officer, 
Captain Rachel Myaing, Executive 
Officer, and Command Master Chief 
Randy Swanson personally visited 
each Sailor in Groton and Newport to 
deliver the exciting news and face 
timed the three Sailors in Portsmouth 
and Saratoga Springs.   
This is the fourth year Sailors 

assigned to shore commands have 
been able to promote through MAP.  
The program is intended to give 
commanding officers the ability to 
advance eligible personnel in pay 
grades E-5 and below to the next 
higher pay grade, acknowledging 
those personnel who have 
demonstrated they are ready for the 
next level of responsibility. CMDCM 
Swanson said, ñHaving the 
opportunity to recognize and 

meritoriously advance Sailors at the 
command level is such an amazing 
tool for leadership and being a part of 
that process is such a humbling 
experience.ò 
Hospital Corpsman Third Class 

(HM3) Kayla Deveno at NHCNE 
Newport said, ñI love the way they 
did it this year.  None of us knew 
about it ahead of time.  I had no idea 
why all of these people were coming 
into my office and then Capt. 
Buchanan said, óCongratulations 
Petty Officer Deveno,ô and my heart 
dropped.  It was such a nice 
surprise.ò   
Petty Officer Donta Williams was 

asked if he would like to be a First 
Class today, and his response was, ñI 
would love to be a First Class today,ò 
and he was pinned immediately by 
his Chiefs at NBHC Groton.   
 ñIt was such an honor to be a 

part of MAP announcements.  All are 
much deserving and ready to lead at 
the next level,ò said Captain Myaing, 
NHCNE Executive Officer.   
The eleven advanced Sailors 

from 
NHCNE are:  
HM1 Donta 
Williams 
(NBHC Groton), HM2 Vidal 
Rodriguez (NHCNE Newport), HM2 
Zachary Cornwell (NBHC Groton), 
HM2 Andrew McClelland (NBHC 
Saratoga Springs), HM3 Kayla 
Deveno (NHCNE Newport), HM3 
Johnathan Shinoda (NHCNE 
Newport), LS3 Theadore Jordan 
(NBHC Portsmouth), HM3 Nathaniel 
Gonzalez (NBHC Saratoga), HM3 
Kassandra Betancourt (NHCNE 
Newport), HM3 Sammantha Sharpe 
(NBHC Groton), and HM3 Lorenzo 
Camacho (NBHC Groton).  
NHCNE Commanding Officer, 

Captain Buchanan, summed up the 
events of the day saying, ñThis is one 
of our highest honors as a 
commanding officer to be able to 
recognize the most deserving sailors 
and promote them on the spot.  The 
video is the perfect way to 
memorialize and share this very 
special day!ò  
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MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD ...  

Kids had a blast at Naval Station Newport this month! Thank you to 

everyone who made this month a special one for our military kids!! 

During Spring Break last week, dozens of children attended ñPolice Dayò 

to meet real police and fire fighters from Naval Station Newport. They even 

met a real working K9, Officer Meil. R.I. State Trooper Nuhn and K9 Meil 

(Above) did demonstrations for the families. Nuhn and Meil take a photo 

with Lt. Kirstin Avila (left, center) attached to the Surface Warfare Officer 

School, poses with husband Francisco Avila (to her right), daughter 

Frances Avila, age 18 months, and Son Nikolai Nadein, age 14. Lt. Cmdr. 

David Antico, attached at NWC (not shown) brought his children, Olivia, 5, 

and David, 3, to visit with R.I. State Troopers during Police Day at Naval 

Station Newport last week (bottom right). David Antico, Jr. (bottom left) 

checks out a real police car and hangs out with police and fire personnel 

during spring break week at Naval Station Newport.  


